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For favour of Publication/ Monday 1st April 2013

Demonstration by BIP demanding Churchgate to Dahanu Local

Mumbai : 1 - The Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP) today staged strong protest for immediate
commissioning of Churchgate-Dahanu local Service at Western Railway Head-quarters
under the leadership of Shri Ram Naik, Former Railway Minister of State (Independent
Charge). Hundreds of BIP activists along with Senior MLA’S. Adv.Chintaman Wanga, Vishnu
Saora, Gopal Shetty, Yogesh Sagar , MLC.Shri Vijaybhai Girkar , EX.MLA.Hemendra Mehta
, Mumbai BJP General Secretary Shri Atul Bhatkhalkar, Mumbai BJP Vice President R.U.
Singh, Municipal Corporator Smt Manisha Choudhari, Nalasopara’s Municipal Corporator
Rajan Naik, Kedarnath Mhatre — Naigaon, Ex.Corporator from Vasai Shri Shekhar Dhuri,
Sujit Patil-Palghar, Bhavik Sortia— Dahanu were arrested by the Azad Maidan Police Station.

Addressing the demonstrators during the Dharna Shri Ram Naik said,” During the
discussion that was held with the Western Railway GM Shri Mahesh Kumar on 19th March,
the Western Railway GM had assured that the Dahanu Local will be positively commissioned
before the end of March. The Railway Admistration has failed to keep its promise , hence
we are left with no other alternative but to to warn them today to start the service without
further delay or else we will intensify the agitation & the Railway Administration will have
to face the wrath of commuters".

It may be noted that Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation (MRVC) was established when
Shri. Ram Naik was the Minister of State for Railways to provide facilities for Suburban
Commuters of Mumbai City. It was during Hon’ble Ram Naik term as Minister of Railway,
Rs.57 Crore were spent for widening of tracks from Virar to Dahanu to provide direct
services from Churchgate to Dahanu . Approx Rs.373 Crore was allotted & used for
converting trains from D.C. to A.C traction and additional Rs.270 Crore was provided for
construction of Car Sheds. These works were completed in June 2011. However the
subsequent Railway Ministers did not pay the proper attention. “We will not tolerate

further delay,” warned Shri Ram Naik.
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